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Steepleton, 

Stockbridge, 


March  nth,  1907. 


To 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Stockbridge  Rural 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  herewith  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
condition  of  your  District  during  the  year  1906. 

I  also  send  Tables  I.  to  V.  Vital  Statistics,  the  furnishing  of  which  is  required  by 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  Rural  District  of  Stockbridge  is  chiefly  situated  in  the  two  valleys  of  the 
Test  and  the  tributary  stream  which  flows  through  the  Wallops  and  Broughton,  and 
consists  of  the  two  sub-Districts — Stockbridge  and  Broughton. 

The  occupation  of  the  Inhabitants  of  both  sub-Districts  is  essentially  Agricultural, 
there  being  absolutely  no  Factories  or  Manufacturing  Mills  whatever: — this  makes  the 
Factory  and  Workshops’  Act  of  1901  practically  a  dead  letter  in  the  District,  and  no 
Report  under  that  Act  can  be  furnished. 

The  Population  at  the  last  Census  was  6130,  and  your  District  covers  an  area  of 
42,604  acres. 


The  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  is  1532,  the  average  number  of  occupants  per 
house  being  4,i. 

During  the  year  1906  120  Births  were  registered,  giving  a  Birth  rate  of  i7-o8  per 
1000  of  the  estimated  population  (7024).  The  proportion  of  males  and  females  was  fairly 
even,  there  being  36  males,  and  34  females.  In  1905  there  were  145  Births. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  exceedingly  low,  there  being  only  70  Deaths,  as 
against  88  last  year.  This  gives  a  Death  rate  of  only  996  per  1000  of  estimated  popula¬ 
tion,  by  far  the  lowest  rate  that  has  been  recorded  during  the  last  10  years — 1903  running 
closest  with  io'5,  and  then  1897  with  11*5  ;  the  average  for  the  last  10  years  being  13M. 
Of  these  70  Deaths  no  less  than  10  occurred  at  the  age  of  80  and  upwards,  and  19  of  over 
70.  Five  deaths  only  took  place  in  the  Workhouse.  As  usual  Heart  Disease  was 
responsible  for  more  deaths  than  any  other  disease,  there  being  13  recorded  for  Heart 
Affections  alone,  but  as  they  all  (with  one  exception)  reached  64  years  of  age — 3  being 
over  80,  and  ^  over  70 — the  inference  is  that  Senile  Decay  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the 
cause  of  death.  There  were  7  Deaths  from  Bronchitis,  3  of  these  being  Infants,  4  only 
from  Cancer,  2  from  Influenza — both  72  years  of  age, — 3  from  Pneumonia  (one  Infant), 
3  from  Cirrhosis,  and  2  only  from  Tubercular  Phthisis. 

The  Infant  Mortality  was  also  lower  than  it  has  been  during  the  last  10  years. 
Of  the  7  Deaths  under  one  year  that  occurred,  2  were  due  to  Pneumonia,  and  2  to 
Bronchitis  ;  the  other  3  Infants  succumbing  to  Atrophy  and  General  Debility. 

House  Accommodation  throughout  the  District  is  plentiful,  and  there  is  110  excuse 
for  overcrowding.  No  such  cases  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

All  newly-built  Houses  are  properly  fitted  with  good  Drainage  to  Cess -pits,  or 
the  Pail  system  is  in  use,  this  latter  being  now  almost  universal  throughout  the  District. 
The  problem  of  dealing  with  Surface  Water  in  low-lying  Yards,  &c.  is  still  a  difficult  one 
to  solve,  but  Drains  and  Gutters  communicating  in  most  cases  more  or  less  directly  with 
the  River  Test  have  been  cut,  and  so  far  we  have  been  able  to  keep  the  trouble  under. 


Water  Supply. 


Bakehouses. 


Dairies  and 
Milk  Shops. 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 

Erysipelas. 

Diphtheria. 
Scarlet  Fever. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


The  Water  Supply  throughout  the  District  leaves  little  to  be  desired.  The 
Water,  though  hard, — in  many  cases  yielding  an  unusually  high  degree  of  hardness — is, 
from  a  Sanitary  point  of  view  good,  and  during  the  past  year  has  been  plentiful.  I  have 
examined  samples  of  Water  from  time  to  time. 

The  Bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  when 
required  orders  have  been  given  for  white-washing,  &c.  There  are  no  Underground 
Bakeries  in  the  District. 

Both  during  the  summer  when  the  Cows  were  lying  out,  and  later  in  the  year 
when  they  were  to  be  found  in  their  stalls,  careful  Inspections  throughout  the  whole 
District  have  been  made  by  the  Inspector  any  myself.  Lime- washing  has  been  ordered 
and  carried  out  in  many  cases.  The  Drainage  question  has  given  more  trouble  than  any¬ 
thing  else.  In  most  cases  the  Cow  Sheds  are  only  converted  Barns  and  Outhouses  of  the 
roughest  kind,  and  the  flooring  is  soft  and  liable  to  be  worn  into  holes  by  the  constant 
friction  of  the  animals’  feet  in  one  spot.  By  the  judicious  laying  down  of  gravel,  how¬ 
ever,  it  has  been  found  possible  to  keep  the  ground  on  which  the  Cows  stand  sufficiently 
raised  to  admit  of  the  urine  and  liquid  filth  being  drained  off  fairly  well.  The  Ventilation 
is  as  a  rule  good,  the  difficulty  in  many  cases  being  the  exclusion  of  draughts — Cow 
Keepers  being  very  difficult  to  convince  that  ventilation  and  draught  are  not  equivalent 
terms. 

There  were  19  cases  of  Notifiable  Disease  during  the  year  :  4  of  these  were  simple 
Facial  Erysipelas — not  due  to  insanitary  surroundings,  2  were  mild  cases  of  Diphtheria  in 
the  same  house  at  Wallop.  The  remainder  were  Scarlet  Fever,  of  which  there  was  an 
Epidemic  at  Stockbridge.  The  cause  was  untraceable.  Six  houses  were  affected  at  one 
time,  but  although  in  all  these  were  families  of  small  children,  in  only  one  case  did  the 
disease  affect  a  second  member  of  the  same  family,  showing  that  an  Isolation  Hospital  is 
not  indispensable  for  the  sanitary  safety  of  a  community  ;  the  chief  desiderata  being 
careful  Home  Isolation  and  Disinfection,  rendered  effectual  by  the  co-operation  of  the 
heads  of  the  family. 

Whooping  Cough  was  very  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  it  was  found  necessary 
to  close  the  Schools  at  Broughton  in  July,  and  Longstock  in  August,  on  account  of  the 
complaint. 

I  wish  once  more  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Cusse  for  the  cordial 
way  in  which  he  works  with  me  in  promoting  the  Sanitary  welfare  of  the  District. 
Dr.  Cusse  has  offered  to  keep  Disinfectants  at  his  house  for  distribution  among  those  for 
whom  it  is  ordered,  and  I  have  sent  him  a  supply  for  that  purpose. 

House-to-Hcuse  Inspections  have  been  made  where  required. 

Any  Nuisances  reported  to  myself,  or  the  Inspector,  will  receive  prompt 
attention. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  K.  LOVELESS, 

M.  0.  H. 
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TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1906  and  previous  Years. 
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*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7  of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  he  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7, 
corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “  Non-residents  ”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying,  in  public 
institutions  there  ;  and  by  the  term  “Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or 
infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “  Public  institutions  ”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  those  into  which  persons  are  habitually 
received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums.  A  list  of  the  Institutions  m 
respect  of  the  deaths  in  which  corrections  have  been  made  should  be  given  on  the  back  of  this  Table. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1906. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1906. 


Name  of  District . 


(See  Notes  at  Back.) 
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NOTES  TO  TABLES  IV.  AND  V. 


(а)  In  Table  IV.,  all  deaths  of  “  Residents  ”  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or 

without  the  district,  are  to  be  included  with  the  other  deaths  in  the  columns  for  the 
several  age  groups  (columns  2-8).  They  are  also,  in  columns  9-15,  to  be  included  among 
the  deaths  in  their  respective  “  Localities  ”  according  to  the  previous  addresses  of  the 
deceased  as  given  by  the  Registrars.  Deaths  of  “Non-residents”  occurring  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  are  in  like  manner  to  be  excluded  from  columns  2-8  and  9-15  of 
Table  IV. 

(б)  See  notes  on  Table  I.  as  to  the  meaning  of  “  Residents  ”  and  “  Non-residents,”  and  as  to  the 

“  Public  Institutions  ”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables.  The 

“  Localities  ”  in  Table  IV.  should  be  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  III. 

(c)  All  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  situated  within  the  district,  whether  of 

“  Residents  ”  or  of  “  Non-residents,”  are,  in  addition  to  being  dealt  with  as  in  note  (a),  to 
be  entered  in  the  last  column  of  Table  IV.  The  total  number  in  this  column  should 
equal  the  figures  for  the  year  in  column  9,  Table  I. 

(d)  The  total  deaths  in  the  several  “  Localities  ”  in  columns  9-15  of  Table  IV.  should  equal  those 

fox’  the  year  in  the  same  localities  in  Table  II,,  sub-columns  c.  The  total  deaths  at  all 

ages  in  column  2  of  Table  IV.  should  equal  the  gross  total  of  columns  9-15,  and  the  figures 
for  the  year  in  column  12  of  Table  I. 

*(e)  Under  the  heading  of  “Diarrhoea”  are  to  be  included  deaths  registered  as  due  to  Epidemic 
diairhcea,  Epidemic  enteritis,  Infective  enteritis,  Zymotic  enteritis,  Summer  diarrhoea, 
Dysentery  and  Dysentei'ic  diairhoea,  Choleraic  diairhoea,  Cholera  and  Cholera  Nostras. 

In  addition,  and  as  regards  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  under  the  heading 
“  Diairhoea”  in  column  3  (Table  IV.)  are  to  be  included  all  deaths  classified  as  “  Diari’hoeal 
diseases  ”  in  Table  V. 

Under  the  heading  of  “  Enteritis  ”  in  Table  IV.,  are  to  be  included  only  deaths  over  one  year 
of  age  registered  as  due  to  Enteritis,  Muco-enteintis,  Gastro-enteritis,  Gastric  catarrh, 
Gastritis,  and  Gastro  intestinal  catarrh,  unless  from  information  obtained  by  enquiry  from 
the  certifying  practitioner  or  otherwise,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  have  reason 
for  including  such  deaths,  under  the  specific  term  “  Diarrhoea.”  Deaths  from  diarrhoea 
secondary  to  some  other  well-defined  disease  should  be  included  under  the  latter. 

(/)  Under  the  headings  of  “Cancer”  and  “  Puerperal  fever”  should  be  included  all  registei'ed 
deaths  from  causes  comprised  within  these  general  terms.  Thus  :  Under  “  Cancer  ”  should 
be  included  deaths  from  Cancel’,  Carcinoma,  Malignant  disease,  Sciri’hus,  Epithelioma, 
Sarcoma,  Villous  tumour,  and  Papilloma  of  bladder,  Rodent  ulcer.  Under  “  Puerperal 
Eever  ”  are  to  be  included  deaths  frem  Pyaemia,  Septicaemia,  Sapraemia,  Pelvic  pei’itonitis, 
Peri-  and  Endo-Meti’itis  occurring  in  the  Puerperium. 

( g )  Under  “  Congenital  Defects  ”  in  Table  V.  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Atelectasis, 

Icterus  neonatorum,  Navel  haemori’hage,  Malformations  and  Congenital  hydi’ocephalus. 

(h)  Under  “  Tuberculous  Meningitis  ”  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Acute  hydrocephalus. 

(i)  Under  “  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ”  are  to  be  included  deaths  fi’om  Tuberculosis, 

Tubei’culosis  of  bones,  joints  and  other  organs,  Lupus  and  Scrofula. 

( j )  All  deaths  cei’tified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners  and  all  Inquest  cases  are  to  be  classed 

as  “  Certified  ”;  all  other  deaths  are  to  be  regarded  as  “  Uncei-tified.” 


In  x’ecording  the  facts  under  the  vai’ious  headings  of  Tables  I.,  IT.,  Ill  ,  IV.  and  V.,  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


*  As  regards  infantile  diarrhoea  and  Table  V.,  it  will  suffice  if  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  who  have  already 
tabulated  deaths  of  1906  in  accordance  with  the  schedule  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
enter  all  deaths  under  one  year  that  they  regard  as  due  to  diarrhoea  under  the  single  heading  “  Diarrhoea, 
all  forms.” 

This  having  been  done,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  entry  against  “  Diarrhoea  ”  in  column  3  of  Table  IV. 
should  tally  with  the  sum  of  deaths  under  “  Diarrhoea,  all  forms,”  entered  in  the  final  column  of  Table  V. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1906. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

(See  Notes  at  back  of  Table  IV.) 
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1 

/ 

/ 

J 

/ 

A 

JL. 

District  (or  sub-division)  of  -  -  Population.  •/hjA 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1906 _  - . 

r legitimate _ /2^t _  C legitimate  infants^ - 

Births  in  the  year  \  '  -  Deaths  in  the  year  of  4  / 

(illAOTtimatfi  ^  t illegitimate  infants  / 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7 - - - 
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